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Criminal Justice Article Review
Source and the Problem of the Study

 Carkin, D.M. and Tracy, P. E. (2018). Validating a Screening Instrument for Co-Occurring Disorders (COD) in a Sample of Jail Inmates. Journal of Law and Criminal Justice, 6(1), 9-20. 
Problem
The need to evaluate the Bureau of Justice Assistance, Second Chance Act, a prisoner reentry program for adult male inmates with the co-occurring disorder was the proprietor of the research.  The study was to investigate the construct validity of the Comprehensive Addiction and Psychological Evaluation (CAAPE) (a tool designed to assess persons with the co-occurring disorder)
Hypothesis
Hypothesis: If the co-occurring disorder is related to prison reentry, then more male prisoners will portray COD. If the co-occurring disorder is related to crime, then the persons suffering from the disorder are more likely to be rearrested/ commit a crime. The dependent variables identified from the research were; prior criminal history; count of arrests prior to the current offense and count of the total number of charges for which the subject was convicted prior to the current jail commitment. Demographic factors i.e. race (coded as other vs. White), years of school completed, marital status (single vs. Ever married) and age in years at intake. The independent variables are CAAPE drug abuse and CAAPE mental health (Carkin & Tracy, 2018).
Research Design
[bookmark: _GoBack]Research design: The study adopted a simple random sampling method and a descriptive research design. Primary data was corrected from the male inmates of the country jail in Massachusetts who had COD (Carkin & Tracy, 2018). 
Time Frame, Operational Definitions and Sample
Timeframe: the study was conducted for a minimum of six months post-release to ensure there was a reliable measurement of recidivism for the participants. Operational definitions: The operational definitions used to define the variables used in this research include; prison inmates. Comprehensive Addiction and Psychological Evaluation (CAAPE), Co-Occurring Disorders (COD),    Sample: The inmates were randomly selected for and screened for COD. An inmate was illegible for the program if they were diagnosed with COD. There were 184 illegible inmates, however, only 170 were in the final sample as the remaining 14 had problems with logistics and preparations at the initial stages (Carkin & Tracy, 2018).
Findings
Findings:  The study identified that marital status is not related to prior arrests, however, all other coefficients are related to prior arrests. Education increase also increases the cases arrests; white people have fewer cases of prior arrest and as age increases so too do the number of prior arrests. The main effects of mental health and drug abuse are significant and positive while the interaction effect is similar. The study revealed that mental health score accounts for more arrests compared to substance abuse score. The study using Poisson regression further identifies that demographic variable, age at intake, is more related to the number of criminal charges the offender had prior to the current offense (considering age at intake is proximity to criminal career). Mental health is still more related to prior arrest than drug and substance abuse (Carkin & Tracy, 2018).
Conclusion and Ethical Question
Conclusions: The researcher through this study seeks to identify expand the research on the relationship between COD and criminal behavior by investigating the construct validity of the CAAPE. He identified that mental health and substance abuse as the principal components of co-morbidity. The coefficients were established to be the major causes of prior arrest and related to COD (Carkin & Tracy, 2018). Ethical questions: The ethical questions which would have been addressed by the research include; how would COD history be used to reduce crime cases? Does COD play any role in the relational life inmates? Do courts require CAAPE to assess the mental health and rate of substance abuse of the criminal? Do the criminal justice rules and regulations allow for such experimental researches to do? Would the government allow such studies conducted so as to help in the assessment of major causes of re-arrest and how to curb the menace? 
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